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Clinical Analysis of 22 cases with Syphilis Racenta
in Department of Dermatology, Nippon Medical School

Izumi Kikuchi, Mikako Aoki, Toichi Kitahara and Seiji Kawana
Department of Dermatology, Nippon Medical School

Abstract

Forty-nine patients with syphilis were seen from January 1996, to June 2000 at the
Dermatological Clinic of Nippon Medical School Hospital. The frequency of syphilis among all
outpatients was 0.170, and the number of male syphilis patients was almost twice that of
female syphilis patients.

Many sexual contact§] especially with female prostitutesCiwere considered to be the source
of the infection in a large proportion of the syphilis patients. Chancres were observed in 5000
of the 6 patients with primary syphilis. Macular or papular syphilide and psoriasis syphilitica
were the most frequently observed symptoms in the patients with secondary syphilis. The
Jarisch-Herxheimer reaction was observed in 18.80 . The titer of IgM-TPHA responded well to
the therapy, and decreased or even disappeared after treatment. The titer of TPHA did not
change markedly upon treatment. A retrospective study of syphilis from 1980 revealed that
the incidence of syphilis, especially early infectious syphilis, in patients at our clinic has
decreased markedly since 199100 J Nippon Med Sch 2003; 70: 274-2770
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Table[10 Frequency of syphilis seen at the Dermatological Clinic of Nippon Medical
School during the period from 1996 to December 2000

No. of No. of Incidence

outpatients syphilis 0 %0
1984. 5 1988. 4 27472 181 0.66
Ishinaga et al.
1988.5 0 1995. 12 57,266 181 0.32
Kitahara
1996. 1 O 2000. 6 29,237 49 0.17
Present report
1996 6,746 5 0.07
1997 7,008 9 0.13
1998 6,733 10 0.15
1999 5,961 10 0.17
2000.10 6 2,789 15 0.54

Dermatology of Nippon Medical School 1984. 5—2000. 6

Table[20 Anatomical location of chancres in 13 patients

'84.50 '88. 4 '88.50 '95 '96 O 2000. 6
male O Ishinaga et. allJ O Kiraharald 0 Present reportlJ
48 patients 26 patients 13 patients
Coronary sulcus 37 20 6
Penile shaft 2 6 2
Glans 0 1 2
Preptium 5 0 3
Scrotum 1 1 1
Raphe 0 0 1
Nipple 1 0 0
Lip 0 2 0
female
Vulva 2 0 0
Labia minora 1 1 0

Dermatology of Nippon Medical School 1984. 5—2000. 6
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Fig. 1 Comparison of TPHA titers
between pre-and post-therapeutic stage in syphilis resens.
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Fig. 2 Comparision of TPHA-IgM titers
between pre-and post-therappeutic stage in syphilis resens.
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Table(BO Clinical staging in 257 patients with syphilis attending the Dermatological Clinic of Nippon
Medical School Hospital , 1984. 5 [0 2000. 6
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S. resens Latent S.
Secondary S. .
- ) 2 Secondary tertiary
Primary S With persisting P s Total Total
chancres syphilis syphilis
1984. 5 1988. 4 29 19 27 1 76 105
Ishinaga et al.
1988.5 0 1995. 12 17 9 30 0 56 125
Kitahara
1996. 1 O 2000. 6 6 7 9 0 22 27
Present report
1996 1 0 0 0 1 4
1997 1 1 0 0 2 7
1998 1 2 3 0 6 4
1999 1 1 2 0 4 6
2000.10 6 2 3 4 0 9 6
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