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During the period from September 5 to November 4, 1915 (Taisho 4), the bacteriologist Dr. Hideyo

Noguchi temporarily returned to Japan after living and working in the United States for 15 years. This

article discusses the many lectures he delivered during his visit, particularly those at the alumni meet-

ing of Saisei-Gakusha, the institution from which he graduated, and the Mita Speech Meeting at Keio

University. Additionally, this paper provides an overview of Saisei-Gakusha, a private medical school

from the Meiji era that later became the predecessor of Nippon Medical School, highlighting its found-

ing philosophy of “Saisei” (to save lives). It also introduces materials such as Noguchi’s handwritten

Curriculum Vitae and Autograph, which he prepared while studying abroad at the Rockefeller Institute

for Medical Research. Furthermore, we examine an article from The New York Times reporting on

Noguchi’s serious illness several years after his return to the United States, as well as related articles

from Japanese newspapers. We also present a thank-you postcard and a business card sent by Noguchi

to his close friend Dr. Shinichi Wani, a fellow alumnus of Saisei-Gakusha, illustrating their enduring

friendship. These materials reflect Noguchi’s meticulous nature, thoughtful personality, and warm char-

acter, as seen through his relationship with his dear friend Wani. (J Nippon Med Sch 2025; 92: 138―144)
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Introduction

Bacteriologist Dr. Hideyo Noguchi (1876-1928) graduated

from Saisei-Gakusha, a private medical school that was

coeducational during the Meiji era. Saisei-Gakusha was

founded in 1876 (Meiji 9) by Tai Hasegawa and later be-

came the predecessor of Nippon Medical School. During

the Meiji period, individuals in Japan could become li-

censed physicians by passing the Medical Practice Open-

ing Examination, established in 1875 (Meiji 8) by the

Ministry of Home Affairs, as stipulated in Article 37 of

the Medicine System1. Reports about Noguchi at Saisei-

Gakusha are believed to be extremely scarce2.

This review focuses on Noguchi’s activities during his

temporary return to Japan, from September 5 to Novem-

ber 4, 1915 (Taisho 4), after 15 years in the United States.

We highlight the welcome receptions and lectures related

to his alma mater, Saisei-Gakusha3,4, as well as his lecture

at Keio University, which was connected to Saisei-

Gakusha’s founder, Tai Hasegawa, who was a special

alumnus of Keio University5. Additionally, we examine

newspaper articles from the United States and Japan on

Noguchi’s serious illness after his return to the United

States.

Brief History of Hideyo Noguchi

Noguchi was born on November 9, 1876 (Meiji 9), in

Inawashiro Town, Fukushima Prefecture. In 1904, he be-

came a regular member of the Rockefeller Institute for

Medical Research in the United States. He was a world-

renowned bacteriologist and was considered as a candi-

date for the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. Co-

incidentally, the year of his birth also marked the found-

ing of Saisei-Gakusha, the predecessor of Nippon Medi-

cal School.
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Fig. 1 Handwritten resume by Hideyo Noguchi, addressed to the Rockefeller Institute6.

The red line indicates the Tokyo Medical School Saisei-Gakusha.

Reproduced with permission from Okuni H. [Hideyo Noguchi and the Rockefeller Institute for 

Medical Research: His research mindset] [unpublished lecture notes]. Tokyo: The 17th Annual Re-

search Meeting of the Japan Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery; lecture given 2008 Oct 

2. Japanese.

In 1896 (Meiji 29), Noguchi moved from Inawashiro

Town, Fukushima Prefecture, to Tokyo. In September of

the same year, he passed the preliminary examination for

medical practice (Examination No. 68) and enrolled in

Saisei-Gakusha. In 1897, he passed the final examination

for medical practice (Examination No. 154) and gradu-

ated from Saisei-Gakusha in the same year. Noguchi’s

medical registration number, issued on September 13,

1900 (Meiji 33), by the Minister of the Interior,

Tsugumichi Saigo, and the Director of the Health and

Medical Bureau, Tai Hasegawa, was No. 13,572.

According to Noguchi’s handwritten resume, pre-

served in the records of the former Institute for Research

in Infectious Diseases from 1899 to March 1916, he wrote

that he “studied medicine at Saisei-Gakusha from No-

vember 1896 (Meiji 29) to August 1897 (Meiji 30).”

Noguchi’s curriculum vitae and autograph sent to the

Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research during his time

abroad stated that he “enrolled in Tokyo Medical College

and graduated in 1897” (Fig. 1)6. Furthermore, with the

permission of the Noguchi Memorial Foundation, we dis-

cuss a hanging scroll inscribed by Noguchi himself, titled

“Saisei,” which is fitting for Noguchi, a graduate of

Saisei-Gakusha. The term saisei (Fig. 2)7 embodies the

founding spirit of Saisei-Gakusha, a private coeduca-

tional medical school during the Meiji period. It reflects

the philosophy of “Saisei-Kyumin,” meaning “to save the

lives of the poor and those suffering from illness, which

is the true path of a physician1.”

Dr. Noguchi’s Temporary Return and Saisei-Gakusha

Noguchi temporarily returned to Japan for the first time

in 15 years, traveling aboard the Yokohama Maru from

September 5 to November 4, 1915 (Taisho 4). The pur-

pose of his return to his hometown was to reunite with

his mother, Shika Noguchi (October 18, 1853, to Novem-

ber 10, 1918), who, at the age of 45, had passed the na-

tional certification exam for maternity nurses (Imperial

Ordinance No. 345) in 1902.

On October 19, 1915, during a temporary return to Ja-

pan, Hideyo Noguchi visited the Ministry of Education

and was awarded the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold

Rays with Rosette, Fourth Class. This honor was be-

stowed upon him in recognition of his research on Tre-

ponema pallidum, formerly known as Spirochaeta pallida.

Earlier that year, in April 1915, at the age of 39, Noguchi

received the 5th Imperial Prize of the Japan Academy.

Later, in November 1923, he was inducted as a member

of the Imperial Academy of Japan. On November 3, just

before his return to the United States, Noguchi met with

Shigenobu Okuma, the 17th Prime Minister of Japan.

During his stay, he was also kept extremely busy with

various events, including welcome receptions hosted by

figures in the medical community, such as Shibasaburo

Kitasato8. According to Dr. Noguchi’s diary, Noguchi

gave a lecture on the medical conditions of North Amer-
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Fig.　2　Hanging scroll inscribed with the calligraphy Saisei by Hideyo Noguchi7.

Reproduced with permission from [Saisei: A hanging scroll written by Hideyo Noguchi] [photo-

graph]. Fukushima: The Hideyo Noguchi Memorial Foundation; 1915 Sep 5. Japanese.

Fig.　3　The Goni-kai Hotel in Ise-Yamada, which served 

as both the meeting hall and guesthouse where 

Noguchi delivered his lecture11.

Reproduced with permission from Tsujimura S, 

Uratani H. [Visual history of Ise and Shima: A tur-

bulent century in a hometown through photo-

graphs]. Nagano: Kyodo Publishing; 1990. [Photo-

graph 1], Goni-kai Hotel; p. 74. Japanese.

ica, the realities of research life at the Rockefeller Insti-

tute9, trends in medical research, and evaluations of in-

fectious diseases10. These lectures were delivered at vari-

ous venues, including Tokyo Imperial University and Ni-

igata Shihan-Gakko.

Additionally, the alumni association of Saisei-Gakusha,

the medical school from which Noguchi graduated, held

four separate welcome receptions in his honor. The first

welcome reception and lecture were held on September

22, 1915, at the Seiyoken Restaurant in Ueno Tokyo.

Noguchi delivered a lecture titled “Circumstances Before

and After Traveling to the United States and the State of

American Medicine.” The second reception was organ-

ized on October 8, 1915, at the Goni-kai hotel in Ise-

Yamada, Mie (Fig. 3)11. This event was initiated by

alumni of Saisei-Gakusha, including Kabun Hata, who

graduated from Saisei-Gakusha in 1902 (Meiji 35) and

later studied at the Rockefeller Institute in the United

States in 1918 through Noguchi’s introduction. It is said

that Noguchi engaged in lively discussions about Saisei-

Gakusha and the state of American medicine during this

gathering.

The third event took place on October 14, 1915, at

Kyoto Imperial University, where Noguchi gave a lecture

titled “On the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research.”

The following day, October 15, the Saisei-Gakusha

Alumni Association hosted another welcome reception at

the historic Maruyama Asami, a Kyoto restaurant estab-

lished in 1849. The fourth and final reception was held

on October 30, 1915, at the Oriental Palace Hotel, located

at 11 Yamashita-cho, Yokohama, Kanagawa.

On September 21, 1915, Noguchi visited the Kitasato

Institute in Shirokane, Minato City, where he delivered a

lecture. From 1898 (Meiji 31) to 1899 (Meiji 32), Noguchi

worked as an assistant at the Infectious Disease Research

Institute, where he was mentored by the renowned bacte-

riologist Shibasaburo Kitasato. Noguchi was one of Ki-

tasato’s prominent disciples and benefited greatly from

his guidance in fostering the next generation of research-

ers8. On October 18, 1915, Noguchi gave a special lecture

titled “On Medical Research in North America” at the

newly established Keio University Auditorium (Fig. 4

A)12. This lecture, part of the 506th Mita Public Lecture
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Fig.　4　
A:  The Grand Auditorium of Keio University, where Noguchi delivered his lecture (established in 1915 during the Taisho era)12.

Reproduced with permission from The Grand Auditorium of Keio University [photograph]. Tokyo: The Keio University Fuku-

zawa Research Center; [1921].

B: The 506th Mita lecture meeting featuring Hideyo Noguchi13.

Reproduced with permission from [The 506th Mita Speech Meeting]. 

Proceedings of the Mita Speech Meeting from 1906 to 1918; Tokyo. Tokyo: Keio University. Japanese.

C: Mita Speech Meeting14.

Reproduced with permission from [Mita Speech Meeting]. Jiji Shimpo, Keio University Press. 1915 Nov 5. Japanese.

C A B 

Series, was delivered in his capacity as a Doctor of Medi-

cine and Doctor of Science (Fig. 4B, C)13,14.

Medical Conditions after Returning to New York City

and Coverage in The New York Times
After returning from Japan for a brief period, a few years

later, on May 24, 1917, Noguchi contracted typhoid fever

while conducting bacteriological research. This illness

was attributed to the accumulated fatigue from his na-

tionwide lecture tours during his stay in Japan. He was

admitted to Mount Sinai Hospital, affiliated with Mount

Sinai Medical College in New York City, where his condi-

tion became critical. However, he recovered and was dis-

charged on July 22 of the same year. The first reports of

Noguchi’s illness in the United States appeared in The

New York Times. On May 28, 1917, the headline read,

“DR. NOGUCHI ILL. Noted Japanese Pathologist Has

Typhoid Fever.” The following day, on May 29, the head-

line stated, “DR. NOGUCHI VERY ILL. Japanese Scien-

tist’s Condition from Typhoid Fever Is Serious.” By May

31, the newspaper reported, “Dr. Noguchi Slightly Im-

proved.” These detailed reports in the American press

highlight how esteemed Dr. Noguchi was as a medical

scientist in the United States at the time, especially as a

Nobel Prize candidate.

His illness was also reported in newspapers in Japan.

The Tokyo Asahi Shimbun on May 30, 1917 (Issue No.

11,103) (Fig. 5)15, carried the headlines, “World-Renowned

Scholar, Japan’s Pride: Dr. Hideyo Noguchi in Critical

Condition” and “Despairing News of Typhoid Fever.”

Concerned about Noguchi’s health, Dr. Shinichi Wani, a

fellow alumnus of Saisei-Gakusha (graduated in 1898),

sent him a letter of encouragement. In response, after his

recovery, Noguchi sent a thank-you postcard to Wani in

August of the same year from the United States.

An article in The Yomiuri Shimbun on November 16,

2009 (Issue No. 48,036), revealed the existence of two

postcards sent by Noguchi to Wani, reflecting their close

friendship16. One of these postcards was a thank-you note

for Wani’s letter of encouragement during Noguchi’s ill-

ness (Fig. 6A, B)16,17. Additionally, the article mentioned

the discovery of Noguchi’s business card, which he had

given to Wani (Fig. 7)16,17, detailing his schedule upon his

return to the United States. Wani graduated from Saisei-

Gakusha in 1898 (Meiji 31) and later worked at Tokyo

Kyoundo Hospital. In 1904, he opened his own practice

in Kōzu Town, Kanagawa Prefecture. During this time,

he also served as a lecturer in dental pharmacology at

the Institute of Tokyo Dentistry starting in June 1901.

Noguchi, during the same period, was a lecturer in gen-

eral pathology at the same institution18. Their shared time

at Saisei-Gakusha and their overlapping roles at the Insti-

tute of Tokyo Dentistry fostered a close friendship, which

became a cherished memory of their youth. Further evi-
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Fig.　5　Dr. Hideyo Noguchi in Critical Condition15.

Headlines: “A World-Renowned Scholar, Japan’s Pride”; “Dr. Hideyo Noguchi in Critical Condi-

tion”; “Conducting Bacteriological Research in the United States”; and “Tragic News of Hopeless 

Prognosis Due to Typhus.”

Reproduced with permission from [Dr. Hideyo Noguchi in critical condition]. Asahi Shimbun 

(Reprint Ed). 1990 Aug 25: 5. Japanese.

Fig. 6 A, B: A letter from Dr. Hideyo Noguchi addressed 

to Shinichi Wani16,17.

Reproduced with permission from [Hideyo Nogu-

chi: A postcard addressed to his schoolmate]. Yo-

miuri Shimbun. 2009 Nov 16; Society: 36. Japanese.

A

B 

dence of their bond can be seen in a commemorative

photograph taken on the deck of the Sado Maru on No-

vember 4, 1915, when Noguchi returned to the United

States after a brief visit to Japan. In the photograph,

Noguchi is surrounded by his mentors and friends, in-

cluding Wani, symbolizing their enduring friendship.

Noguchi’s Social Contributions

Noguchi died of yellow fever on May 21, 1928 (Showa

3), while conducting research on the disease in Accra, in

what is now the Republic of Ghana. He passed away at

the age of 51, deeply mourned and missed. On the same

day, he was posthumously awarded the Senior Fifth

Rank (Shogoi) and the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and

Silver Star, Second Class. As previously mentioned,

Noguchi had earned significant academic degrees in Ja-

pan. In February 1911, he received the degree of Doctor

of Medicine by Kyoto University, and in April 1914, he

was awarded the degree of Doctor of Science by Tokyo

University.

News of Noguchi’s passing was reported in the May

22, 1928, edition of The New York Times (Issue No. 25,686)

on page 16, accompanied by his portrait under the head-

line, “Dr. Noguchi is Dead, Martyr of Science” (Fig. 8)19.

Noguchi’s gravestone at Woodlawn Cemetery in New

York City bears an inscription commemorating his dedi-

cation to science. It reads: “Through devotion to science,

he lived and died for humanity.” This epitaph honors his
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Fig.　7　A business card inscribed with “To my esteemed 

brother, Dr. Wani” (addressed to Dr. Shinichi 

Wani), which Dr. Hideyo Noguchi gave to his 

close friend from his Saisei-Gakusha days upon 

his return to the United States (Courtesy of Keiichi 

Wani)16,17.

Reproduced with permission from [Hideyo Nogu-

chi: A postcard addressed to his schoolmate]. Yo-

miuri Shimbun. 2009 Nov 16; Society: 36. Japanese.

Fig.　8　Obituary Article of Bacteriologist Hideyo Noguchi: 

News of Dr. Hideyo Noguchi’s Death19.

Reproduced with permission from Dr. Noguchi is 

dead, martyr of science. The New York Times. 

1928 May 22; Editorial: 16.

tireless efforts and ultimate sacrifice in the fight against

yellow fever as a full member of the Rockefeller Institute

for Medical Research.

Conclusion

This report focuses on the four alumni gatherings and

lectures related to Saisei-Gakusha, as well as the lecture

at the Keio University Mita Speech Meeting, which took

place between September and November 1915, during

Hideyo Noguchi’s temporary return to Japan from the

United States after 15 years. Additionally, it provides an

account of materials displayed in the Saisei-Gakusha Gal-

lery within the Alumni Hall of Nippon Medical School,

including Noguchi’s handwritten curriculum vitae and

autograph addressed to the Rockefeller Institute for

Medical Research during his time at Saisei-Gakusha and

while studying abroad. Furthermore, the report includes

details about Noguchi’s illness after his return to the

United States and his friendship with Shinichi Wani, a

close friend and fellow alumnus of Saisei-Gakusha, as re-

ported in newspapers in both the United States and Ja-

pan. It should be noted that this paper is the second re-

port (2nd Report) for Reference 17.
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